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7 was not my Deſign when I wrote, 
ever to print the latter Part of the 

following Sermon. But the falſe and 
ſcurrilous Accounts of it which have 
been publiſhed, almoſt in every Corner of 
the Nation, conſtrain me to publiſh the 

M bole, juſt as it was preached, that 
Men of Reaſon may judge for theme 
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ACTS iv. 31. 


And ond were all filled with the Holy 
HE ſame Expreſſion occurs in 
the ſecond Chapter, where we 


G boſt. 
* 
read, When the Day of Pentecoſt 


was fully come, they were all (th@Apoſtles, 
with the Women, and the Mother of Je- 
ſus, and his Brethren) with one Accord in 
one Place. And ſuddenly there came a Sound 
from Heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty Wind. 
And there appeared unto them cloden Tongues, 
like as of Fire, and it ſat upon each of them, 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt +. 
One immediate Effect whereof was, They 
began to (peak with other Tongues F. *. 
that both the Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
the other Strangers who came together, when 
this was noiſed abroad, beard them ſpeak, in 
their ſeveral Tongues, ihe wonderful Mord of 
GOD |: 


2. In this Chapter we read, that when 
the Apoſtles and Brethren had been praying 
and praiſing GOD, the Place was ſhaken 
where they were em! led together, and 

| they 


+ An Is 2 „ 4 $3 Ver: 4. Ver. 6 


(2) 

they were all filed with the Holy Ghoſt +. 
Not that we find any viſible Appearance 
here, ſuch as had been in the former In- 
ſtance : Nor are we informed, that the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, were 

then given to all or any of them : Such 
as the Gifts of Healing, of working other 


Miracles, of Prophecy, of diſcerning Spirits; 


the ſpeaking with divers Kinds of Tongucs, 
and the Interpretation of Tongues *, 


3. Whether theſe Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt were defigned to remain in the 
Church throughout all Ages : And whether 
or no they will be reſtored at the nearer 
Approach of the Reſtitution of all Things : 
Are Queſtions which it is not needful to 
decide. But it is needful to obſerve this, 
That even in the Infancy of the Church, 
GOD divided them with a ſparing Hand. 
Were all even then Prophets? Were all 


Workers of Miracles? Had all the Gifts of 


Healing ? Did all ſpeak with Tongues ? No. 
In nowiſe. Perhaps not one in a Thouſand. 
Probably, none but the Teachers in the 
Church, and only ſome of them $. It was 
Therefore for a more excellent Purpoſe 


thai this, that AS: were all filled with tie 
Holy Ghoſt. 


It was, to give them (what none can 
de to be elkntial to all Chriſtians in all 
Ages) 


+ Ads ii. * 1 Cor. xii. 9, 10. 
Fl Cor, zu. 28, 29, 30. 


| (3) 

2 
Ages) the Mind which was in Chriſt, thoſe 
hoiy Fruits of the Spirit, which whoſoever 
hath not, 7s none of His: To fill them with 

* Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſufferiag, Gen- 

1 tleneſs, Goodneſs: To endue them with 

; Faith, (perhaps it might be rendered, Fi- 

delity) with Meekneſs and Temperance: To 

enable them to crucify the Fleſh with its Af 
fections and Luſts, its Paſſions and a : 

And in conſequence of that ward Change, 
to fulfill all cutward Righteoulnels, t9 walk 

| #3 Chriſt alſa walked, in the Mert of Failt, 

the Patience of Hope, the Labour of Love. 


g. Without buſying ourſelves then in 
curious needleſs Enquiries, touching thoſe 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit; let us 
take a nearer View of theſe his ordinary 
Fruits, which we are aſſured will remain 
throughout all Ages: Of that great Work 
of God among the Children of Men, which 
we are uſed to expreſs by one Word, Chri- 
| ftianity : Not as it implies a Set of Opinions, 
a Syſtem of Doctrines, but as it refers to 
| Mens TTearts and Lives. And this Chri- 
| ſtianity it may be ulctul to conſider, under 
L three diſtinct Views, 


I. As beginning to exiſt in Individuals. 
* Cal. v. 22, £3; 24. + 5 Def. i. Jo 


B 2 Ro WP. Wo 


(SF. 


II. As ſpreading from one to another. 


III. As covering the Earth. I deſign to 
cloſe theſe Conſiderations with a plain prac- 
tical — 


J. And firſt, let us conſider Chritianicy 
in its Riſe, as beginning to exiſt in Indivi- 
duals. 


a Soppole then one of thoſe who heard the 
Apoſtle Peter preaching Repentance and Re- 

m:fſion of Sins, was pricked to the Heart, was 

convinced of Sin, repented, and then be- 
lieved in Feſus, By this Faith of the Opera- 
in of GOD, which was the very Subſtance 
or Subſiſtence of Things hoped for, the de- 
monſtrative Evidence of invi/ible Things, he 
inſtantly received the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby be now cried Abba, Father E Now 
firſt it was that he could call Feſus Lord, by 
the Holy Ghoſt *, the Spirit itſelf bearing wit- 
weſ5 with bis Spirit that he was a Child f 
GOD F. Now it was that he could truly ſay, 
T live not, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the 

Life which I now live in the Fleſh, I live by 
Faith in the Son of GOD, who loved me and 


gave himſelf fer me |. 3 
N 2. This 


+ Heb. xi 1. Rom. viii. 11. * 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
J Rom. viii. 15, 6. “. ii. 20. 


(873 


2. This then was the very Eſſence of h's 
Faith, a divine eAeſyo5 ® of the Love of God 
the Father, through the Son of his Love, to 
him a Sinner, now accepted in the Beloved: 
And & being juſtified by Faith, he had Peace 
<vith Gad, yea the Peace of GOD ruling in his 
Heart : A Peace, which paſſing all Under- 


ſtanding (71 a vun, all barely rational Con- 
ception) kept his Heart and Mind from all 
Doubt and Fear, through the Knowledge of 
him in whom he had believed, He could not 
therefore be afraid of any evil Tidings ;, for 
his Heart ſtood faſt believing in the Lord. 
He feared not what Man could do unto 
him, knowing the very Hairs of bis Head 
were all numbered. He feared not all the 
Powers of Darkneſs, whom GOD was daily 
bruifing under his Feet. Leaſt of all was he 
afraid to die; nay, he defired to depart and 
be with Chrif t; who || through Death had 
deſtroyed him that had. the Power of Death, 
even the Devil; and delivered them who thro” 
Fear of Death, were all their Lifetime, till 
hen, avzect to Bondage. 


3. His Soul therefore maguified the 3 | 
and bis Spirit rejaiced in GOD in lus Saviour. 
He rejoiced in him with Foy unſpeakable, who 
Bad reconcil:d lim to Ged even the Father : 
5 33 In 
Evidence or Con viction. +: Rom. v. 1. 
1 Mi. led u 15. 


(6) 


In whom he had Redemption through bis 


Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins. He rejoiced 
in that Witneſs of God's Spirit with his Spi- 


rit, that he was a Ghild of GOD: And 


more abundantly, in Hope of the Glory of 
GOD, in Hope of the glorious Image of 
GOD, the ful Renewal of his Soul in Righ- 
jeauſneſs and true Helineſs, and in Hope of 
that.Crown of Glory, that Inheritance incor- 


ru ptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not a- 
29, 


T Ze Love of GOD was alſo ſhed abroad 


Fr bis Heart, by the Hoy Ghoſt which was gi- 


ven unto bim Becauſe he was a Son, GOD 

bad ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into his 
 Tteart, crying Abba, Father T] And that fi- 
ita] Love of GOD was continually increaſed 
by the Mines be bal in himſelf t, of GOD's 
pirdoning Love to him, by beho/ding what 


Manner of Love it was, which the Father bad 


5. * upon him, that be fhould be called a 


Coiid of GOD J. So that GOD was the 
 Defire of his Eyes and the Joy of his 


cart! His Portion in Time and in Eter- 
nity | 


- He dat then booed GOD, coold nor 


hot love his Brother a %; and ust in Word 


only, but in Deed ard in 7 rub, * If GOD, 
faid 


| &ovy, vi. 5 + Gal. 1 IV. 6. I John v. 10. 
i Jobs ii. 1. x 


ſaid he, ** ſb loved us, we ought alſo to love 
« one another . Yea, every Soul of 
Man, as the Mercy of GOD is over all his 
Works . Agreeably hereto, the Aﬀec- 
tion of this Lover of GOD, .embraced all 
Mankind for his fake ; not excepting thoſe 
whom he had never ſeen in the Fleſh, or 
thoſe of whom he knew nothing more than 


that they were the Offspring of GOD, for 


_ Souls his Son had died : Nat except- 


ing the Evi! and Unthankful; and leaſt of 
all his Enemies, thoſe who hated, or perſe- 


cuted, er deſpightfully uſed him for his Ma- 


ſter's fake. Theſe had a peculiar Place 
both in his Heart and his Prayers. He 
loved them even as Chriſt loved us. | 


6. And Love is not puffed up g. It a- 


baſes to the Duſt every Soul wherein it 


dwells. Accordingly he was lewly of Heart, 
little and mean and vile in his own Eyes. 
He neither fought nor received the Praiſe 
of Men, but that which cometh of GOD on- 
ly. He was merk and long- ſuffering, gen- 
tle to all, and eaſy to be intreated. Faith- 
fulneſs and Truth never forſook him; they 
were bound about bis Neck, and curote on the 
Table of his Heart. By the fame Spirit he 
was enabled to be temperate in all Things, 
refraining his Soul even as @ weaned Child. 
He was crucified to the World, and the World 
A to bim: . to tbe Deſire of the 


Fleſh, 
TF j TEE iv. 11. | {Poul lr 9. 11 Cor. xiii. 4. 


(8) 

Fleſh, the Defire of the Ee, and the Pride of 
Life. By the ſame Almighty Love was he 
ſaved, both from Paſſion and Pride, from 
Luft and Vanity, from Ambition and Co- 
vetouſneſs, and from every Temper which 
was not in Chriſt, { 


7. It may be eaſily believed, he who 
had this Love in his Heart, would work no _ | 
Evil to his Neighbour. It was impoſſible j 
for him, knowingly and deſignedly, to do | 
Harm to any Man. He was at the greateſt 
Diſtance from Cruelty and Wrong, from 
any unjuſt or unkind Action. With the 
che ſame Care did he ſet a Watch before 
his Mouth, and keep the Door of his Lips 

leaſt he ſhould offend in Tongue, either 
againſt Juſtice, or againſt Mercy or Truth. 
He put away all Lying, Falſhood and Fraud; 
neither was Guile found in his Mouth, He 
ſpake evil of no Man, nor did an unkind 
Word ever come out of his Lips. 


of en r 1 —_—y 
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8. And as he was deeply ſenſible of the 
Truth of that Word, without me ye can do 
nothing, and conſequently, of the Need he 
had to be water d of Gop every Moment, io 
he continued daily in all the Ordinances o f . 
Gop, the ſtated Channels of his Grace to © 

Man: In the Apoſtle's Doctrine or teaching, 
receiving that Food of the Soul with all t 
Readincts of Heart, in the breaking of Bread, 


I W Rich 


I” 
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(9) 
which he found to be the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt, and in the Prayers and Praiſes 
offered up by the great Congregation. And 
thus he daily grew in Grace, increaſing in 
"oma in the Knowledge and Love of 
OD. 

9. But it did not fatisfy kim, barely to 
abſtain from doing Evil. His Soul was a- 
thirſt to do good, The Language of his 
Heart continually was, my Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work, My Lord went about 
doing good: And ſhall not I read in bis Steps? 
As he had Opportunity therefore, if he could 
do no Good of a higher Kind, he fed the 
Hungry, cloathed the Naked, help'd the 
Fatherleſs or Stranger, viſited and aſſiſted 
them that were ſick or in Priſon, He gave 
all his Goods to feed the Poer; he rejoiced to 
labour or to ſuffer for them; and wherein 
ſoever he might profit another, there eſpe- 
cially to deny himſelf. He counted —_— 
too dear to part with for them, as wel 
remembering the Word of his Lord, In. 
aſmuch as ve bave done it unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. 


10. Such was Chriftianity in its Riſe, luch 
was a Chriſtian in ancient Days, Such was 
every one of thoſe, who when they heard 
the Threatnings of the Chief Pricſts and 

Elaers, 


” Matth. xxv. 40. 


(10) 
Elders, 1 t up their Voice to GOD with one 
Accord, and were all filled with the Holy 
 Gheft. The Mullitude of them that believed, 
were of one Heart and of one Soul, (So did 
the Love of Him in whom they had be- 
lieved, conſtrain them to love one another.) 
Neither ſaid any of them that ough! of the 
Things which he poſſeſſed was his own ;, but 


they had al! Things common. So fully were 


they crucified to the VVorld, and the World 


crucified to them. And they continued fted- 


alt with one f. cord in the Apoſtles Dice 


trine, aud in the Breaking of Bread, od in 


Prayers. And great Grace was uten the in 

all, neither was there any among them tha! 
| lacked : Fur as many as were Poſleſſors of 
Lands or Hovjes ſeld them, and brough: the 
Prices of the Things that were ſel, and laid 
them down at the Apoſties Feet, and D fri i= 
bution was made uni every Man, atcorGtng 


as he had need F. 


II. Let us take „in the ſccond 
Place, of this C.. e as ſpreading 


from one to ano her, ati ſo gradually 
making its Way into the Word. For ſuch 
was the Will of Gop concerning it: Who 
did not light a Candle, to put it under a Buſhel, 
ut that it might give Light 10 all that were 
in the Houſe. And this our Lord had de- 


clared to his firſt Diſciples 3 77 are the Salt 
__ 


+ Ads iv. 24, 3—33 
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(1) 
of the Earth, the Light of the World; at the 
lame time that he gave that general Com- 


mand, Let your Light fo ſhine before Men, 
_ that they may fee your good Works, and glo- 


5 your Father which is in Heaven l. 


2. And indeed ſuppoſing a few of theſe 


Lovers of Mankind, to fee the whole World 


hing in Wickedneſs, can we believe they 
would be unconcerned at the Sight? At the 


Miſery of thoſe for whom their Lord 


died? Would not their Bowels yearn over 
them, and their Hearts melt away for every 
Trouble? Could they then ſtand idle all the 


Day long? Even were there no Command 


from him whom they loved ? Rather,would 
they not labour, by all poſſible Means, to 
Pluck ſome of theſe Brands out of the Burn- 
ing? Undoubtedly they would: They would 
ſpare no Pains to bring back whomſoever 
they could of thoſe poor Sheep that had 
gone aſtray, to the great — and Biſhop 


of their Souls“. 


3. So the Chriſtians of old aid They 
laboured, having Opportunity, T 4% do good 


unto all Men, warning them to flee from 


the Wrath to come. now, now, to eſcape the 
Damnation of Heli, They declared, t The 
77 mes 'F rm GOD winked at; but 


Rows | 


5 Matt. v. 13, 14, 15, 16. a. d 25. 
+ Cal. vi. 19. } -£75 xv. 30. 
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now be calleth all Men every where to repent. 
They cried aloud, Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil Ways; ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your 
Ruin *, They F reaſoned with them of Tem- 
perance and Righteouſneſs, or Juſtice, of the 
Virtues oppoſite to their reigning Sins; and 
of Judgment to come, of the Wrath of God 
which would ſurely be executed on Evil. 
Doers in that Day, when he ſhould judge 
the World. 


4. They endeavoured herein to ſpeak to 
every Man ſeverally as he had need. To 
the Careleſs, to thoſe who lay unconcerned 
in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, 
they thundered, Awake thou that fleepeſt ; 
ariſe from the. Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
tbee Light. But to thoſe who were already 
awakened out of Sleep, and groaning under 
a Senſe of the Wrath of GOD, their Lan- 
guage was, We bave an Advocate with the 
Father ; he is the Propitiation for our Sins. 
Mean time thoſe who had believed, they 
provoked to Love and to good Works ;, to pa- 
tient Continuance in Well-doing, and to abaund 
more and more in that Holineſs, without which 
no Man can ſee the Lordy. 


;. And their Labour was not in vain in 
the Lord. His Word ran and was glorified. 
ee Ic 


ww Exc E. xviii. 30. + As XX1v. 85. 


$ Heb. x {4. 
— 
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It grew mightily and prevailed. But ſo much 
the more did, Offences prevail alfo. The 
World in general were offended, becauſe 
they teſtified of it, that the Works thereof 
were evil *, The Men of Pleaſure were ot- 
fended, not only becauſe theſe Men were 
made, as it were, 10 reprove their Thoughts, 
(He profeſſeth, ſaid they, to have the Knows- 
ledge of GOD; he calleib himſelf the Child 
of the Lord: His Life is not like other Mens, 
bis Ways are of another Faſhion, He ab- 
ſtaineth from our Ways, as from Filthineſs : 
He maketh his Boaſt, that God is his Fa- 
ther F.) But much more, becauſe ſo many 
of their Companions were taken away, and 
would no more run with them into the ſame 
Exceſs of Riot t. The Men of Repuraticn 
were offended, b:cauſc as the Goſpel ſpread, 
they declined in the Eſteem of the People; 
and hecauſe many no longer dared to give 
_ them flattering Titles, or to pay Man the 
Homage due to GOD only. The Men of 
Trade cailed one another together, and ſald, 
| Sirs, ye know that by this Craft we have 
our Wealth. But ye ſee and bear that theſe 
Men have perſuaded and turned away much 
People. So that this our Craft is in danger ts 
be ſet at nough!t, Above all, the M.n «tf 
Religion, fo called, the Men of Owfice 
Religion, the Saints of the World,“ 

C were 
Fobn vii. 7. + NV. ii. 1, 16. 16. 6, 


* 


2 1 Fa. u. 4. i 125 xix. 2-, 2 


(14) 
were offended, and ready at every Oppc:- 
tunity to cry out, Men of Iſrael, Help ! 
We have found theſe Men ! Peſtilent Fellows, | 
Mevers of Sedition throughout the World. 
T Theſe are the Men that teach all Men, every 1 
where, againſt the People and againſt the Lap. 


6. Thus it was that the Heavens grew 
black with Clouds, and the Storm gather'd 
amain. For the more Chriſtianity ſpread, 
the more Hurt was done, in the Account of 
thoſe who received it not. And the Number 
increaſed of thoſe who were more and more 
enraged at theſe t Men who thus turned the 
World upſide down. Inſomuch that more and 
more cried out, Away with ſuch Fellots from 
the Earth; it is not fit that they ſhould live; 
yea, and ſincerely believed, that whoſoever 

ſhould xill them, would do GOD Service. 


7. Mean while they did not fail to || cf | 
out their Name as evil : So that this & Set 
was every where ſpoken againſt, ** Men 
ſaid all Manner of Evil of them, even as 
had been done of the Prophets that were be- 
fore them, And whatever any would affirm, 
others would believe. So that Offences 
grew as the Stars of Heaven for Multitude. | 
And-hence aroſe, at the Time fore-ordain'd | 

of the Father, Perſecution in all its Forms. | 
5 5 Some, 

+/ Aa, xxiv. 5. 7 Act xxi. 28. f A, xvii. C. 
Lale vi. 22. F At XXviii. 4. Mut wie. 


(15) 
Some, for a Seaſon, ſuffered only Shame 
and Reproach; ſome, he Spoiling of their 
Goods; ſome bad Trial of Mocking and 
Scourging; ſome of Bonds and Impriſonment ; 
and others reſiſted unto Blood. 


8. Now it was, that the Pillars of Hell 
were ſhaken, and the Kingdom of GOD 
ſpread more and more. Sinners were every 


where turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 


from the Power of Satan unto GOD. He 

gave his Children ſuch a Mouth, and ſuch 
Wiſdom, as all their Adverſaries could not 
ret. And their Lives were of equal Force 
with their Words. But above all, their Suf- 
ferings ſpake to all the World. They ap- 
proved themſetves the Servants of GOD, in 
Aictione, in Neceſſuies, in Diſtreſſes; in 

 Siripes, in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in Lo. 
bours; in Perils in the Sea, in Perils in the 
Wilderneſs ; in Wearineſs and Painfulneſs, in 
Hunger and Thirſt, in Cold and Nakedneſs f. 
And when having fought the good Fight, 
they were led as Sheep to the Slaughter, and 
offered up on the Sacrifice and Service of their 
Faith, then the Blood of each found a 


Voice, and the Heathen owned, He deing 
dead, yet ſpeaketh, 


9. Thus did Chriſtianity ſpread itſelf ia 
the Ear ch. But how ſoon did the Tares ap- 


C2 pear 


® Heb x. 34. xi. 36, Sc. + 2 Cor. vi 4, Cc. 


(20S). 
pear with the Wheat? And the Myſtery of 
 niquity work as well as the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs! How ſoon did Satan find a Seat, 
even in the Temple of GOD ! Till the No- 
man fled into the Wilderneſs, and the Faithful 
ere again miniſhed from the Children ef 


Mer. Here we tread a beaten Path: The 
ſtill increaßng Corrupt ions of the ſucceed- 
ing Generations, have been largely deſcribed 


from time to time, by thote Witneſſes 
GOD raiſcd up, to ſhew that he had built 


his Church upon a Reck, and ie Gates of 


Hi] Hoc ul rot wholly preve:! againſt ber * 


III. But ſhall we not ſee renter 


Things thaw theſe ? Yea, greater than have 
de en yet from the Beginning of the World? 
Can Satan caufe the Truth of GOD to fail? 
Or his P. omiſes to be of none Effect? If 
not, the Time will come, when Chriſtianity 
will prevail over all, and cover the Earth. 

Let us ſtand a lietle, and ſurvey (the third 
Thing which was propoſed) this ſtrange 
Sight, a Chriſftion World. Of this the Pro- 
phets of old enquired aud ſearched diligently : 
t this Ihe Spirit which was in them teſtified, 
It ſpall come to paſs in the laſt Days, that the 
Mountain of the Lord's Houſe fhall be eſta- 
 bliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, and ſha'l 
be exalted above the Hills, and all Nations 
fhall flow unto it. And they hall beat their 
; Swords 

Matt. xvi. 18. + 1 Per. i. 10, 11, &c. 
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cf bis People; and be ſhall ſet up 


1 
Swords into Plough-ſbares, and their Spears 
into Prodinedink > Nation ſhall not lift up 
Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they 2 


War any more. In that Day there ſhall be 
a Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall land for an En- 
fign of the People, To it fball the Gentiles 
ſeek, and his Reſt ſhall be glorious. And it 
Hall come to paſs in that Day, that the Lord 
ſpall ſet his Hand again to recover the Remnant 
an Enfign 
for the Nations, and ſhall able the Ouicaſts 
of Iſrael, and gather together the Diſperſed 
of Judah, from the four Corners of the 
Earth 1. The Wolf ſpall then dwell with the 
Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lie down with 
the Kid: And the Calf and the young Lion 
and the Fatling together ;, and a little Child 
ſhall lead them, They ſhall not hurt nor de- 
ftroy, faith the Lord, in all my Holy Moun- 
tein. For the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
Be Fea . 


2. To the ſame Effect are the Words of 
the great Apoſtle, which it is evident have 
never yet been fulfilled. Hath GOD cf 
ewway bis People ? GOD forbid. But through 
heir Fall Salvation is come to the Gentiles. 
And if the diminiſhing of them be the Riches 

Y the Gentiles, how much more ibeir Fulneſs ? 

or 1 would. not, Brethren, that ye ſhould be 
C 3 ignorant 


* ha. ü. 2,4: tf Iſa, ix. LO,11,12. | Ja. —— 
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ignorant of this Myſterj—That Blindneſs in 


part is happened to Iſrael, until the Fulneſs 
of the Gentiles be come in: And ſo all Iſrael 
Pall be ſaved *. | 


3. Suppoſe now the Fulneſs of Time to 


be e come, and the Prophecies to be accom- 


pliſhed : What a Proſpect is this? All is 
Peace, Quielneſe, and Aſſurance for ever. 
Here is no Din of Arms, no confuſed Noiſe, 
no Garments rolled in Blood. Deſtruftions 


are come to a perpetual End: Wars are cea(- 
ed from the Earth. Neither is there any 
inteſtine Jar remaining; no Brother riſing 


up againſt Brother; no Country or City 
divided againſt itfelf, and tearing out its 
own Bowels. Civil Diſcord is at an End 


for evermore, and none is left either to de- 


ftroy or hurt his Neighbour. Here is no 


Oppreſlion to make even the wiſe Man mad; 


no Extortion to grind the Face of the Poor ; 
no Robbery or Wrong, no Rapine or In- 
juſtice; for all are content with ſuch Things 
as they poſſeſs. Thus Righteouſneſs and Peace 
have kijjed each other ; they have taken 
Root and filled the Land: Righteoulneis 
flouriſhing out of the Earth, and Peace 
looking down from Heaven, 


4. And with Righteouſneſs or Juſtice, 
Mercy is alſo found. The Earth is no 

longer 
Ren xf. 1, 1, 12, 2;, 26. + Pſal. loo. 10 
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longer ful! of cruel Havita'ions, The Lord 
hath deſtroved both the b1ood-thirſty and ma- 
licious, the envious and revengeful Man. 
Were there any Provocation, there is none 
that now knoweth, to return Evil for Evil. 
But indeed there is none doth Evil, no not 
one; for all are harmleſs as Doves ; pre be- 
ing filled with Peace and Joy in Believing, and 
united in one Body, by one Spirit, they all 
love as Brethren ; they are all of one Heart 
and of one Soul, Neither ſaith any of them, 
that ought of the Things which he poſſeſſeth is 
bis own, There is none among them that 
lacketh ; for every Man loveth his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf. And all walk by one 
Rule, Whatever ye would that Men 2 do 
unio you, even ſo do unto them. 


| 5 It follows, that no unkind Word can 
ever be heard among them: No Strife of 
Tongues, no Contention of any kind, no 
Railing or Evil-ſpeaking : But every one 
opens bis Mouth with Wi aom, and in bis 
Tongue there is the Law of Kindneſs, H- 
qually incapable are they of Fraud or 
Guile : Their Love is vithout Diſimulatiun : 
Their Words are always the juſt Expreſſion 
of their Thoughts, opening a Window in- 
to their Breaſt, that whoſoever deſires may 
look into their Hearts, and ſee that only 
Love and GOD are there. 


6. Thus 
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6. Thus, where tbe LORD GOD om- 
nipotent taketh to himſelf bis mighty Power 
and reigneth, doth he ſubdue all Things to 
bimſeif, cauſe every Heart to overflow with 
Love, and fill every Mouth with Praiſe. 
Happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe ; 
yea, bleſſed are the People who have the Lord 


for their GOD*, Ariſe, ſhine, (faith the 


Lord) for thy Light is come, and the Glory 


of the Lord is riſen upon thee. Thou bo 


known that I the Lord am thy Savieur, and 
thy Redeemer the mighty GOD of Jacob. 1 
have made thy Officers Peace, and thy Exac- 


tors Righteouſneſs. Violence ſhall no more be 


heard in thy Land, Waſting nor Deſtruction 
within thy Borders; but thou ſhalt call thy 
Walls Salvation, and thy Gates Praiſe, Thy 
People are all righteaus ; they ſhall inherit the 


Land for ever : The Branch of my Planting, 


ibe Work of my Hands, that I may be glori- 
fred. The Sun ſhall no more be thy Light by 
Day; neither for Brightneſs ſhall the * 


dive Light 1110 thee. But the Lord ſball be 


vnto thee an everlaſting Light, and 4 GOD 
ty Glory f. 


IV. Having thus briefly conſidered cin 
fliamiy, as beginning, as going on, and as 
. the Earth, it remains only that I 

ſhould 


* Pſal. caliv. 15. + H. 1x. 1, 16, 19. 
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thould cloſe the whole with a plain practical 
Application. 


1. And firſt, I would aſk, Where dges 
this Chriſtianity now exiſt ? Where, I pray, 
do the Chriſtians live? Which is the Coun- 
try, the Inhabitants whereof are a thus 

\ filled with the Holy Ghoſt ? Are all of one 
| Heart and of one Soul ? Cannot tuffer one 
among them 70 lack any thing, but continu- 
ally give to every Man as be bath Need ? 

Who one and all have the Love of GOD 
filling their Hearts, and conſtraining them 

to leve their Neighbour as themſelves ? 
| Who have all put on Bowels of Mercies, 
' FHumbleneſs of Mind, Gentleneſs, Long-ſuf- 
 fermg? Who offend not in any kind, ei- 

ther by Word or Deed, againſt Juſtice, 

Mercy or Truth? But in every Point do 

unto all Men, as they would theſe ſhould do 

unto them? With what Propriety can we 

term any a Chriftian Country, which. does not 

| anſwer this Deſcription? Why then, let 

us confeſs we have never yet feen a Chr:- 
ſtian Country upon Earth. 


2. [ beſeech you, Beethern, by the Mer- 
cies of GOD, if ye do account ms a Mad- 
man or a Fool, yet as a Fool bear with me, 
It is utterly necdful that ſome one ſhould 
uſe great Plainneſs of Speech toward you. 
It is more eſpecially necdful at b Time; 
for 
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for who knewerth but it is the t? Who 


knoweth how ſoon the Righteous Judge 


may fay, I will no more be intreated for this 
People. Tb Noah, Daniel, and Job were 


in this Land, they ſhould but deliver their own 


Souls, And who will uſe this Plainneſs if 1 


do not? Therefore I, even I, will ſpeak. 


And I adjure you, by the Living GOD, that 
ye ſteel not your Breaſts againſt receiving a 


 Blefſing at my Hands. Do not ſay in your 
Heart, Non perſuadebis, etiamſi perſuaſeris. 
Or in other Words, Lord, thou ſhalt not 
ſend, by whom thou wilt ſend! Let me ra- 


ther periſh in my Blood, than be ſaved by 


this Man! 


3. Brethren, I am perſuaded better Things 


of you, ibo I thus ſpeak. Let me alk you 


then, in tender Love, and in the Spirit of 


Meekneſs, Is this City a Chriſtian City? Is 


Chriſtianity, ſcriptural Chriſtianity found 
here? Are we, conſidered as a Community 
of Men, fo filled with the Holy Ghoſt, as to 
enjoy in our Hearts, and ſhew forth in our 
Lives, the genuine Fruits of that Spirit ? 
Are all the Magiſtrates, all Heads and Go- 


vernors of Colleges and Halls, and their 
reſpective Societies (not to ſpeak of the 


Inhabitants of the Town) F one Heart and 
of one Soul ? Is the Love of GOD ſhed atroad 
in our Hearts? Are our Tempers the ſame 
that were in him? And are our Lives a- 


greeable 
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greeable thereto? Are we Holy as he which 
hath called us is holy, in all manner of Con- 
ver ſation. ä 


4. I intreat you to obſerve, that here are 
no peculiar Notions now under Conſidera- 
tion; that the Queſtion moved is not con- 
cerning doubtful Opinions, of one kind or 
another: Bat concerning the unduubted, 
fundamental Branches (if there be any ſuch) 
of our common Chriſtianity. And for the 
Deciſion thereof, I appeal to your own Con- 
ſcience guided by the Word of GOD. He 
therefore that is not condemned by his 
__own Heart, let him go free. 


5. In the Fear then, and in the Preſence 

of the Great GOD, before whom both you 
and I ſhall ſhortly appear, I pray you that 
are in Authority over us, whom I reverence 
for your Office Sake, to conſider, (and not 
after the manner of Diſſemblers with GOD) 
are you filled <iih the Toly CH? Are ye 
lively Portraitures of Him, whom ye are ap- 
pointed to repreſent among Men? I have 
ſaid, Ze are Gods, ye Magiitrates and Ru- 
lers; ye are by Othce fo nearly allied to 
the GOD of Heaven! In your ſeveral Sta- 
tions and Degrees, ye are to ſhew forth 
unto us the Lord our Governor, Are all the 
Thoughts of your Hearts, all your Tem- 
pers and Deſires, ſuitable to your High- 
Calling? 
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Calling? Are all your Words like unto 
thoſe which come out of the Mouth of 
GOD ? Is there in all your Actions Dignity 
and Love? A Greatneſs which Words can- 
not expreſs, which can flow only from an 
Heart full of GOD— and yet conſiſtent 
with the Character of Man that is a Worm, 
and the Son of Man that is a Worm ! 


6. Ye venerable Men, who are more 
eſpecially called to form the tender Minds 
of Youth, to diſpel thence the Shades of 
Ignorance and Error, and train them up to 
be wiſe unto Salvation, are you filled with 
_ the Holy Gheſt? With all thoſe Fruits of ihe 
_ Spirit, which your important Office ſo in- 
diſpenſably requires? Is your Heart whole 
with GOD? Full of Love and Zeal to {er 
up his Kingdom on Earth? Do you con- 
tinually remind thoſe under your Care, that 
the one Rational End of all our Studies, is 
to know, love and ſerve the only true GOD, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent ? Do you 
inculcate upon them, day by day, that Love 
alone never faileth ? Whereas, whether there 
be Tongues, they ſhall fail, or Philoſophical 
Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh atmay: And that 
without Love, all Learning is but ſplendid 
Ignorance, pompous Folly, Vexation of Spi- 
'rit? Has all you teach an actual Tendency 
to the Love of GOD, and of all Mankind 
for his Sake? Have you an Eye to this End 
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in whatever you preſcribe, touching the 
Kind, the Manner and the Meaſure ot their 
Studies? Deſiring and labouring, that 
wherever the Lot of theſe young Soldiers 
of Chriſt is caſt, they may be ſo many 
| . burning and ſhining Lights, adorning the 

_ Goſpel of Chriſt in all Things. And per- 
mit me to afk, Do you put forth all your 
Strength, in the vaſt Work you have un- 
dertaken? Do you labour herein with all 
your Might? Exerting every Faculty of 
your Soul? Uling every Talent which Gop 
- hath lent you, and that to the uttermoſt of 
your Power? e 


7. Let it not be ſaid, that I ſpeak here, 
as if all under your Care were intended to 
be Clergymen. Not ſo: I only ſpeak as if 

they were all intended to be Chriſtians. 
But what Example is ſet them by us who 
enjoy the Beneficence of our Fore-fathers ? 
By Fellows, Students, Scholars? More 
_ eſpecially thoſe who are of ſoine Rank and 
Eminence? Do ye, Brethren, abound in 
the Fruits of the Spirit? In Lowlineſs of 
Mind, in Self-Denial and Mortification, in 
Seriouſneſs and Compoſure of Spirit, in 
Patience, Meekneſs, Sobriety, Temperance ; 
and in unwearied, reſtleſs Endeavours, to 
do good, in every kind, unto all Men, to 
relieve their outward Wants, and to bring 


tctheir Souls to the true Knowledge and Love 
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of GOD? Is this the general Character of 
Fellows of Colleges? I fear it is not. Ra- 
ther, Have not Pride and Haughtineſs of 
Spirit, Impatience and Peeviſhneſs, Sloth 
and Indolence, Gluttony and Senſuality, and 
even a proverbial Uſeleſneſs, been objected. 
to us, perhaps not always by our Enemies, 
nor wholly without Ground, O that GOD 


would roll away this Reproach from us! 


that the very Memory of it might periſh 
for ever! LE 


8. Many of us are more immediately con- 
ſecrated to GOD, called to minifter in Holy 
Things, Are we then Patterns to the reſt? 
In Word, in Converſation, in Charity; in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity * ? Is there writ- 
ten on our Forehead and on our Heart, 
Holineſs to the Lord? From what Motives 
did we enter upon this Office? Was it in- 

deed with a ſingle Eye 10 ferve GOD? 
Tyuſting that we were inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take upon us this Miniſtration, 
for the promoting of his Glory, and the edi- 
Hing of his People * And have we clearly 
determined, by GOD's Grace, to give ourſelves 
wholly to this Office ? Do we forſake and ſet 
aide, as much as in us lies, all worldly Cares 
and Studies? Do we apply our ſelves wholly to 
this one Thing ? And draw all our Cares and 
Studies this Way? Are we apt to W ? 
e 


* 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
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Are we taught of GOD, that we may be 
able to —_ others alſo? Do we know 
GOD? Do we know Jeſus Chriſt? Hath 
GOD revealed his Son in us? And hath he 
made us able Miniſters of the New Covenant? 
Where then are the Seals of our Apoſileſhip ? 


Who that were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 


have been quickened by our Word ? Have 
we a burning Zeal to fave Souls from 
Death ? So that for their Sake we often 


forget even to eat our Bread? Do we ſpeak 


pam? By Manifeſtation of the Truth, com- 
mending ourſelves to every Man's Conſcience in 


the Sight of GODt? Are we dead to the 
World and the Things of the World, /ay- 
ing up all our Treaſur in Heaven ? Do wwe 


lord it over GOD's Herilage? Or are we 


the leaft, tbe Servants of al? When we 
bear the Reproach of Ckrilt, does it fit 


heavy upon us, or do we rejoice therein ? 
When we are /mztten on the ene Cheek, do 


- wereſent it? Are we impatient of Affronts! ? 
Or do we turn the over allo; net reſiſting 


the Evil, but overcoming Evil with Good ? 
Have we a bitter Zeal, inciting us to ſtrive 
ſharply and paſſionately with them that are 
out of the Way? Or is our Zeal the Flante 
of Love? So as to direct all our Words 
with Sweetneſs, Lowlineſs and Meekneſs 
of Wiſdom ? ay 
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9. Once more : What ſhall we ſay con- 
cetuing the Youth of this Place? Have 


voz either the Form or the Power of Chri- 
ſtian Godlineſs? Are you humble, teach- 
able, adviſeable ; or ſtubborn, ſelf-willed, 


Heady and high- minded? Are you obedient 
to your Superiors as to Parents ; or do you 
de ſpiſe thoſe to whom you owe the tender- 


cit Reverence ? Are you diligent in your 


eaſy Buſineſs, purſuing your Studies with 
all your Strength ? Do you redeem the time, 
crowding as much Work into every Day as 


it can contain? Rather, are ye not con- 
ſcious to yourſelves, that you waſte away 


day after day, either in reading what has 
NO |Tendeacy to Chriſtianity, or in Gaming, 


or in — you know not what? Are you 


better Managers of your Fortune than of 


your, time? Do you, out of Principle, take 
cafe to owe no Man any Thing ? Do you re- 


member the Sabbath-Day to keep it Holy; to 


2 it in the more immediate Worſhip of 
D? When you are in his Houſe, do 
you conſider that GOD is there? Do you 


3 as ſeeing Him that is inviſible? Do 
ypu know, how to poſſeſs your Bodies, in 


_ Sonttification and Honour? Are not Drunk 


ennels and Uncleanneſs found among yon? 
Yea, are there not of you, who glory is2 
72 Sbame? Do not many of you zake 74 
Name of GOD in vain: Perhaps habitually, 
Witlu- 
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without either Remorſe or Fear? Yea, are 
there not a Multitude of you that are For- 
ſworn? I fear, a ſwiftly increafing Multi- 
tude, Be not ſurprized, Brethren ; before 
GOD and this Congregation, I own myſelf 
to have been of that Number: Solemnly 
ſwearing to obſerve all thoſe Cuſtoms, which 
I then knew nothing of; and thoſe Sta- 
tutes, which I did not fo much as read over, 
either then, or for ſome Years after ? What 
is Perjury, if this is not? But if it be, O 
what a Weight of Sin, yea Sin of no com- 


mon Dye lieth upon us! And doth not the 
Moſs High regard it? 


10. May it not is one of the Conſe. 
quences of this, that ſo many of you are a 
Generation of 7 riflers, Triflers with GOD, 
with one another, and with your own Souls ? 
For how few of you ſpend, from one Week 
to another, a ſingle Hour in private Prayer ? 
How tew, have any thought of GOD, in 
the general Tenor of your Converſation ? 
Who of you 1s in any Degree acquainterl 
with the Work of his Spirit! ? His ſuper- 
natural Work in the Souls of Men? Can 
you bear, unleſs now and then, in a Church, 
any Talk of the Holy Ghoft ? Would you 
not take it for granted, if one began ſuch 
a Converfation, that it was either Hypocriſy 
or Enthuſiaſm? In the Name of the Lord 
Gop Almighty, I aſk What Religion are 
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you of? Even the Talk of Chriſtianity ye 
cannot, will not bear! O my Brethren! 
What a Chriſtian City is this? It is time for 
thee, Lord, to lay to thine Hand ! 


11, For indeed, what Probability, what 


Poſſibility rather, (ſpeaking after the Man- 


ner of Men) is there that Chriſtianity, ſcrip 


tural Chriſtianity, ſhould be again the Reli- 


gion of this Place? That all Orders of 
Men among us ſhould ſpeak and live, as 


Men filled with the Holy Ghoſt ? By whom 
ſhould this Chriſtianity be reſtored ? By thoſe 


of you that are in Authority? Are you con- 
vinced then, that this is Scrip;ural Chriſti- 


anity ? Are you deſirous it ſhould be re- 
ſtored? And do ye not count your For- 


tune, Liberty, Life, dear unto yourſelves, 


ſo ye may be inſtrumental in the reſtoring 


it? But ſuppoſe ye have this Deſire, who 


hath any Power proportioned to the Effect? 
Perhaps ſome of you have made a few 
faint Attempts? But, with how ſmall Suc- 
ceſs! Shall Chriſtianity then be reſtored by 
young, unknown, inconſiderable Men ? I 
know not, whether ye yourſelves could ſuf- 


fer it: Would not ſome of you cry out, 


*« Young Man! in ſo. doing Thou reproach- 


_ eſt us!” But there is no Danger of your 


being put to the Proof; ſo hath Iniquity 
overſpread us like a Flood] Whom then ſhall 
GOD ſend? The Famine, the Peſtilence ? 


The 
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(The laſt Meſſengers of GOD to a guilty 


Land?) or the Sword? The Armies of the 
Romiſh Aliens, to reform us into our firſt 


Love? Nay, rather let us fall into thy Hand 
O Lord, and let us not fall into the Hand of 


OY 


Lord, fave or we periſh! Take us out 


of the Mire, that we fink not! O help us 


againſt theſe Enemies! For vain is the Help 
of Man. Unto thee all Things are poſſible. 


According to the Greatneſs of thy Power, 


preſerve thou thoſe that are appointed to 
die. And preſerve us in the manner that 


ſeemeſt thee Good: Not as WE will, butas 


Thou wilt! 
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